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PROCEEDINGS OF THE AMERICAN PHILOSOPHICAL 
ASSOCIATION OF 1943 


SEVENTEENTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 
BOARD OF OFFICERS 


American Council of Learned Socicties 


The twenty-fourth annual meeting of the Council was held in New York 
at the Hotel Pennsylvania on January 28 and 29, 1943. The Association 
was represented by its delegates, Professors G. R. Morrow and C. J. 
Ducasse, and by the Secretary of its National Board, Professor Cornelius 
Krusé. Other members of the Association also present were Dean R. P. 
McKeon, in his capacity as delegate of the Mediaeval Academy of America, 
and Dean G. H. Sabine, as member of the Advisory Board of the Council. 
Members of the Association who occupy places on committees of the 
Counci! are Dean R. P. McKeon, Committee on the History of Ideas, and 
Chairman of the Committee on Research and Teaching Personnel; Profes- 
sor H. W. Schneider, Committee on the History of Religions; J. H. 
Randall, Corresponding member, Committee on Renaissance Studies; and 
T. M. Greene, Chairman of Committee on Educational Trends and the 
Humanities. A report by this committee has recently been published under 
the title Liberal Education Reexamined; Its Role in a Democracy 
(Harper’s.) 

Reports were presented by the Director, Dr. W. G. Leland, and by other 
members of the executive staff of the Council, on the activities of the 
Committees of the Council, on projects sponsored by the Council, and on 
advisory services rendered by the Council to the Government. 

Members of the Association may be reminded that the Council makes 
grants in aid of publication of scholarly works which it would not be 
practicable to publish commercially. A number of the works in the field 
of philosophy mentioned in the 1942 report as having been awarded such 
aid have since appeared. The council also makes grants in aid of research. 
Such a grant has been made to J. R. Weinberg in aid of a project entitled 
The Philosophy of Nicolaus of Autrecourt. 

The 1944 meeting of the Council is to be held January 26 to 28 at the 
Westchester Country Club, Rye, New York. 


Committees 


Permanent Committee on Bibliography 


The war has continued to make inopportune any further attempt by the 
Committee to obtain funds for the publication of the Bibliography of 
Philosophy for the years 1902-1932, which now exists in card-index form 
at Columbia University. Accordingly, the Committee can only suggest again 
this year that members of the Association in need of bibliographical 
information relating to that period request it from Mr. Emerson Buchanan 
of the Department of Philosophy at Columbia. The activities of the 
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Committee for the year have consisted only in answering an occasional 
inquiry. 

The war has of course entailed also cessation of the Committee’s function 
as point of contact between the Association and the International Bibliog- 
raphy of Philosophy undertaken before the war by the Institut Inter- 
national de Collaboration Philosophique, which had its headquarters in Paris. 

For the Committee, 
C. J. Ducasse, Chairman 


Publication Committee 


Professor Gregory D. Walcott, General Editor of the Source Books 
in the History of Science, has sent in the following report on his series: 
After considerable discussion, the decision was reached to withhold from 
publication the manuscript, A Source Book in Greek Science, until after 
the war. This was regrettable but apparently unavoidable. Proiessor Allen 
of the University of Wisconsin has written that the najor part of the 
manuscript for a Source Book in Botany is completed During the past year 
he has been developing a list of “authors = citations” from the “liter rature 
on plant physiology”. Since he is now emeritus, he “expects to get on nuch 
more rapidly with the work”. Professor ‘ae ood of Syracuse University, 
who is preparing the manuscript for a Source Book in Zoology, has in- 
formed me that he is “now free from teaching and executive sespomsibility” : 
since he has become emeritus, and that “this is the only task that he has 
agreed to undertake”. He has submitted a list of “certain well known 
authorities” who have agreed “to assume re sponsibility for spe cific sections’ 
and indicated that he will probably visit the University of Rochester, Wash- 
ington, New York City, Boston, and New Haven, to get at certain bits of 
source material and for consultations. Dr. H. G. Fletcher, Jr., of the Massa- 
chusetts Institute of Technology, who has charge of preparing the manu- 
script for a Source Book in Chemistry, has written that he has been delayed 
a bit by the war, but that the work for this book is “about half done”. He 
thinks, too, that he can now proceed “at a much better pace” with the work 
ahead. Professor Richard McKeon of the University of Chicago has not 
written me this fall, but when I saw him here in New York City last spring 
_ told me that he keeps going over in his mind the probable material for a 
Source Book in Medteval Science and debates with himself as to the proper 
ecnenioution of the work. This gives a rather fair view of the status of 
the remaining prospective volumes of the series. 
e inning o e year three applications to the American i 
At the beginning of the \ tl pplications to the An an Council 
of Learned Societies for grants in aid of publication were under con- 
sideration by the Committee. Four other manuscripts came to us in the 
course of the year. Of these seven manuscripts, the Committee has recom- 
mended one for a grant in aid of publication; the two most recently re- 
ceived are still under examination by the Committee; and the others have 
been returned, either to the A. C. L. S. or to their authors. No information 
has yet been received as to the action taken by the A. C. L. S. on the 
manuscript recommended for a grant. Of the two applications for grants 
supported by the Committee which were pending at the time of our last 
report, one was denied by the A. C. L. S. Committee of Award at its 
meeting in January, and the other was withdrawn by the publishers 
concerned. 
Again the Committee wishes to thank the outside readers who have given 
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so generously of their time and effort to help us make a competent 
appraisal of the manuscripts submitted. The Committee, of course, assumes 
full responsibility for the final decision in each case. 
For the Committee, 
GLENN R. Morrow, Chairman 


Commission on the Function of Philosophy in Liberal Education 


In accordance with the responsibility laid upon the Commission by the 
Board of Officers of the Association, namely, “to reexamine thoroughly 
the nature and function of philosophy in higher education and in general 
culture, and to study ways and means of reorganizing the teaching of 
philosophy in order to make the contribution of philosophy to the post- 
war world most effective’, the Commission is engaged in the exten- 
sive work of taking testimony from all who are in any way concerned 
with philosophy and education. Letters have been sent to all members 
of the Association requesting their views on the subject of inquiry. In 
addition, similar letters have gone to many persons in other fields of 
iearning and other professions and walks of life, such as administrators, 
clergymen, men of affairs, public officials, and to foreign scholars resident 
in the United States. Notices were sent as well to the various journals of 
both philosophy and education, inviting communications from their readers. 
To these different letters and requests a generous response has come, 
offering interesting and valuable suggestions, criticisms, and comments. 
Besides collecting the evidence thus invited the Commission is availing 
itself of the data that had been gathered by previous committees of the 
Association or its divisions, such as the Western Division’s Committee on 
the Role of Philosophy in Higher Education, the Eastern Division’s Com- 
mittee on the Teaching of Philosophy, and the Pacific Conference on the 
Teaching of Philosophy, organized under the auspices of the Pacific 
Division. The officers of these Committees have readily made available 
their reports and the results of their previous experience. 

The Regional Conferences comprise a limited number of persons, usually 
not more than thirty-five in all. Besides the members of the Commission 
the Conferences are attended by invited members of the Association, and 
by those whose replies to the letters referred to seemed to offer some- 
thing of particular interest for discussion, together with University admin- 
istrators, representatives of adult education and Junior Colleges, public 
men, writers, and local citizens of standing who are recommended by resi- 
dent scholars for their interest in philosophy and their possible contribution 
to the Conference. 

Three sessions are held at each Regional Conference, two on the after- 
noon and evening of the first day and the third on the morning of the 
following day. The members have luncheon and dinner together on the 
first day; and usually all persons participating have been lodged in the 
same hotel or other quarters available. In the different places of meeting 
the University officers have extended hospitality and have taken part in the 
Conferences. Each meeting is opened by some representative of the locality 
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in which the meeting is held. It is the policy of the Commission to hear 
the views of the members of the Regional Conference as these persons 
themselves present them. The evening meeting is usually devoted to the 
consideration of philosophy in its relation to the community at large. 

The Commission has not brought forward proposals of its own before 
the Regional Conferences because it conceived its initial role to be that of 
receiving the information and judgment of the invited participants. Very 
early, however, in the preliminary discussions of the general problem, and 
after the examination of the first replies received to the letters requesting 
an expression of opinion, it became apparent that it would be helpful in 
order to initiate discussion to propose to the members of each Conference, 
merely as suggestions, the following questions: 


1. What is the distinctive job of philosophy in the university? (Examples 
—What is the function of ethical and social philosophy as distinct from 
that of the social sciences? What is the function of philosophy as 
distinct from that of natural science?) 

In what ways, and under what conditions, can there be collaboration 

between teachers of philosophy and . ose of other professions who 

are concerned with the same field of inquiry or who have closely 
related purposes—as in religious sienion? 

3. What is the role of philosophy in the defining, appraising or establish- 

ing of sanctions and standards of right thought, feeling, or action? 

4. Do you think the needs of students, particu larly in these times and in 
the years after the war, call for changes i in the content or the emphases 
of present-day philosophical teaching? If so, what changes? 

. What, in your judg yment, are the chief defects in the manner or matter 
of the teaching of philosophy now? In the present training of teachers 
of philosophy? What about the technicality of language? Specialization ? 

6. What is the relation of philosophy to science and literature in the 

formation of the educated mind? 

In what ways can philosophy best work toward community of under- 

standing and purpose in the postwar world? 

8. What, in your judgment, are the most urgent social-moral issues of 

the present critical period? How and to what extent can these issues 
be met by philosophers? 


ND 
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After the work of the Commission shall have been completed, a report 
containing the findings of the discussions and other communications will 
be made to the officers of the Association; and it is expected that this report 
will be made public. It will contain the results of the Commission’s studies 
of the place of philosophy in general education, in the college curriculum, 
and in graduate study, as well as its recommendations with regard to 
the preparation of teachers for these various educational spheres, and of 
the work that scholars in philosophy might do in order to contribute to 
the general intellectual and spiritual life of the community. 

There is still time for members of the Association to send communica- 
tions on any of the matters here mentioned, or on anything else they 
believe to be pertinent to the subject. The work of the Commission is only 
in progress, and further data and suggestions will continue to be welcome 
and useful. 

For the Commission, 
Cuartes W. HENDEL, Secretary 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
Year ended December 31, 1943 


The American Philosophical Assoctation 
Middletown, Connecticut 


We have examined the accounts and records of Cornelius Krusé, Secre- 
tary-Treasurer, for the year ended December 31, 1043. 
Recorded receipts were verified and compared with bank deposits and all 
expenditures were evidenced by cancelled checks and supporting vouchers. 
Cash balances at the end of the period were confirmed to us directly by 
the depositories and Government Bonds on file for safe keeping were 
inspected at the Middletown National Bank of Middletown, Connecticut. 
Based upon the foregoing, we hereby certify that the attached statement 
of receipts and disbursements reflects the results of the financial operations 
for the year ended December 31, 1943. 
KNust, Everett & CAMBRIA 
Certified Public Accountants 
Hartford, Connecticut 


January 12, 1944 
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THE AMERICAN PHILOSOPHICAL ASSOCIATION 


Summary of Cash Transactions 
Year Ended December 31, 1943 
Revolving Montague 
General Fund for Adams 
Treasury publication Fund 
Cash Balance—December 31, 1942 $ 904.59 $10,106.17 $158.93 
Cash Receipts: 
Dues and Proceedings 
Eastern Division 
Western Division 
Pacific Division 
Sale of Proceedings 
Royalties (McGraw-Hill Book Co.) .. 48.50 
Interest on Savings Account and Gov- 
ernment Bonds 216.45 


Total Receipts $10,371.12 


Cash Disbursements: 
Audit 1942 
American Council of Learned Societies 


Printing Proceedings, 1942 

Printing and Binding of Volume XVI 
PHILOSOPHICAL REVIEW 

Stenographic and Clerical Aid 

Telegrams and Telephone Calls 

Express Charges—Publications Com- 
mittee 

Bank Charges 

Israel Drabkin—Preparation of 
Source Book in Greek Science 

Hewitt G. Fletcher—Preparation 
Source Book in Chemistry 

Middletown Business Institute—Mimeo- 
graphing papers for First Inter- 
American Conference of Philosophy . 


Total Disbursements $ 413.83 $ 142.71 


Balances—December 31, 1943 $1,146.40 $10,228.41 
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Recapitulation of Funds 
Year Ended December 31, 1943 

General Treasury— 

(Hartford-Connecticut Trust Company, Checking Account) ...$ 1,146.40 
Revolving Fund for Publication: 

Middletown National Bank, Middletown, Conn., Savings Ac- 

United States Government Bonds, Series “G”’, (On deposit in 
Safe Deposit Vault of Middletown National Bank), Maturity 
Montague-Adams Fund (Central National Bank, Middletown, 
Conn., Checking Account) 


Total—All Funds 


Report of the Secretary of the Board of Officers 


In accordance with the continued request of the Office of Defense 
Transportation, no Divisional meetings were held in 1943. In consequence, 
no presidential addresses are published in this year’s Proceedings. 

Early in the year the National Board of Officers voted to create a Com- 
mission on the Function of Philosophy in Liberal Education, and entrusted 
it with the task “to reexamine thoroughly the nature and function of 
philosophy in higher education and in general culture, and to study ways 
and means of reorganizing the teaching of philosophy in order to make 
the contribution of philosophy to the postwar world most effective”. The 
Board of Officers, after having requested each Division to nominate a 
panel of ten members of the Association for this Commission, elected the 
following to serve on this Commission: Brand Blanshard, C. J. Ducasse, 
Max C. Otto, Arthur E. Murphy, Chairman, Charles W. Hendel, Secre- 
tary. The American Philosophical Association received a generous grant 
from the Rockefeller Foundation in aid of the work of this Commission. 
Regional meetings with philosophers have been, or will be, held in Chicago, 
San Francisco, New Orleans, Baltimore, New York, and Boston. 

In the last report reference was made to the fact that, on account of 
the lack of sufficient transportation facilities between the United States 
and the other American Republics, the First Inter-American Congress of 
Philosophy, which was to have been held at Columbia University in 
December 1942, was postponed indefinitely. By taking advantage, however, 
of the presence in this country of a number of Latin American philosophers 
and scholars in fields related to philosophy, a small but significant Inter- 
American Conference of Philosophy was held on April 30 to May 1 in the 
Hall of Graduate Studies of Yale University. Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, 
Cuba, Mexico, Peru, Uruguay, and Venezuela, were represented. The 
following program was presented: 
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Friday, April 3oth 
Welcome by the President of Yale University. 
4:00 P.M. Session I. 
Contemporary Latin-American Thought. 

The Arts, Sciences, and Philosophy. 

Social and Political Thought. 

Tendencies within Philosophy. 
8:30 P.M. Session II. 


The Interrelations of American and European Thought. 
European and North American Influences in Latin America. 
Phenomenology. 

Differences of Interest and Tendency. 
The Significance of Latin America for Western Culture. 


Saturday, May 
9:30 A.M. Session III. 
Value and Existence. 
Values, Norms, and Ideals. 
The Objective Character of Values. 
Values in Art, Literature, Law, and Politics. 
2:00 P.M. Session IV. 


The Philosophy of Culture. 
Forms of Philosophical Anthropology. 
The Role of Philosophy in Education and General Culture. 


At this Conference it was voted to convene further Conferences of this 
sort during the war and to proceed with the plans for the Congress as 
soon as possible after the war. The Special Program Committee of the 
American Philosophical Association for this Conference were the follow- 
ing: Charles W. Hendel, Chairman, Herbert W. Schneider, Cornelius Krusé, 
Secretary, Miss Montalva Flores, Assistant to the Chairman. The complete 
Proceedings of the Conference are published in a special issue in the first 
number for 1944 of Philosophy and Phenomenological Research. 

The Secretary of the Board of Officers was invited by the Coordinator’s 
Office for Inter-American Affairs to engage under its auspices in a cultural 
mission to Latin America for the purpose of establishing closer relationships 
with philosophers in Latin America. Accordingly, the Secretary spent five 
months (June 1 to November 1) in the principal countries of Latin America, 
in close consultation with Latin American philosophers, with many of whom 
contacts had previously been made in connection with the attempt on the 
part of our Association to organize the First Inter-American Congress of 
Philosophy. The Secretary expressed to philosophical groups and numerous 
individual philosophers the keen desire of our Association to enter into 
closer relationship with Latin American philosophers, who, in their turn, 
reciprocated by expressing everywhere the greatest interest in establishing 
closer contacts with North American philosophers, and in coming to learn 
more about North American philosophy. Since hitherto the orientation 
of Latin American philosophers has been to Europe almost exclusively, 
it was gratifying to learn of their awakened interest in philosophical move- 
ments in North America. 

In every center from Mexico City to Buenos Aires and Rio de Janeiro 
the Secretary was received with the utmost cordiality and was invited to 
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speak on numerous occasions, usually under the auspices of the Facultad 
de Filosofia y Letras of the National University, on the History of North 
American Philosophy and Its Contemporary Developments. Everywhere the 
Secretary was charged to convey to the members of the American Philo- 
sophical Association the cordial greetings of Latin American philosophers. 
Plans were discussed for making the philosophic thought of the two 
Americas better known to North and South American philosophers, and 
for establishing permanent channels of intercommunication. The Secretary 
wishes to record his deep appreciation of the aid received in all centers 
by the Cultural Relations Officers attached to our Embassies in the 
countries visited. 

During the absence of the Secretary, Arthur E. Murphy kindly agreed 
to act as Secretary of the Board of Officers. 

The chairman of the Board of Officers, Donald S. Mackay, reappointed 
R. W. Sellars and F. S. C. Northrop as members of the Publication Com- 
mittee for four-year terms. 

The Secretary has received through the Cultural Relations Division of 
the State Department an invitation from La Société d’Etudes Scientifiques 
of Port-au-Prince, Haiti, for members of the Association to participate 
in a Symposium on Epistemology, to be held in September 1944 in Port-au- 
Prince. 

In the past year the Association was represented by the following 
members: 

Francis B, Blanshard at the Forty-Seventh Annual Meeting of the 
American Academy of Political and Social Sciences, held in Philadelphia; 
Carl F. Taeusch at the inauguration of Dr. Patrick Joseph McCormick as 
Rector of the Catholic University of America in Washington, D.C. 

For the Board of Officers, 
CorNELIus Krust, Secretary 


WESTERN DIVISION 


President: D. S. Robinson 

Vice-President: A. Cornelius Benjamin 

Secretary-Treasurer: Horace S. Fries 

Executive Committee: The foregoing officers and A. C. Garnett, George 
Gentry, and A. E. Murphy. 


The Executive Committee of the Western Division again decided to 
postpone its Forty-fourth Annual Meeting because of wartime transporta- 
tion difficulties. But it decided to hold by mail a spring election of officers 
and of new members. Accordingly, a nominating committee has been 
appointed to draw up a slate of candidates whose names will be presented 
to the members of the Division for their action in the regular spring letter. 
The Nominating Committee is composed of the following members: M. C. 
Otto, Chairman, E. L. Schaub, R. W. Sellars. The presumption is that the 
officers elected will serve until the next annual meeting. 

In view of the postponement of the regular meeting it would be desirable 
for small groups to meet informally when opportunity offers. 

The following is the report of the Committee on the Role of Philosophy 
in Higher Education, bearing the date of April 1943: 
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The death, last summer, of its organizer and chairman, Charles Perry, 
has been a major loss to this committee. The war has also played havoc with 
its membership. The essential subcommittee on the teaching of philosophy 
lost its chairman, D. S. Robinson, to the Navy, and of its regular members 
only Walker Hill, its secretary, continues. It has been reconstituted, how- 
ever, and has not only carried on but has expanded its work. And there is 
reason to expect that in the coming year the work for which the Committee 
on the Role of Philosophy was established can be developed on a larger scale 
and under more favorable auspices than in the recent past. 

The subcommittee continues its placement service, under wartime difficul- 
ties, and one more appointment has been made from the lists it supplies. Its 
study of the place of philosophy in the junior colleges, undertaken in 
collaboration with the American Association of Junior Colleges, is under 
way. It has also instituted an inquiry, among leaders in education, as to the 
way in which philosophy can most effectively serve in postwar education. 
It proposes to prepare a bibliography of literature on the teaching of 
philosophy, which should be of considerable use in the further study of 
this subject. It asks a continuance for another year of the appropriation 
by the Division of $125 to carry on its work. The committee has endorsed 
this program and request. It believes that the work of the subcommittee 
has been of notable value and that its continuance at this time is imperative. 

It has become increasingly apparent that the whole problem of the func- 
tion of philosophy in postwar education requires study and planning now, 
if we are to be at all prepared to meet the demands and difficulties with 
which we shall presently be confronted. The chairman of the committee 
instituted inquiries in January as to the manner in which such a study 
might best be undertaken and the possibility of securing a subsidy to support 
it. It was found that suggestions of a similar nature were being made in 
the Eastern Division and that a Commission was to be set up by the Asso- 
ciation’s National Board of Officers for just this purpose, with good pros- 
pects of substantial financial support. It has seemed best, therefore, to hold 
our own plans in abeyance until this Commission is constituted, and its 
relation to our Committee defined. As soon as these matters are settled, it 
will be the task of the committee to determine how best, in collaboration 
in the National Commission, it can contribute to this imperative work of 
postwar planning. 

ArtHuR E. Murpny, Chairman 


The report of the Treasurer is as follows: 


Receipts 
April 8, 1943 Dues collected since April 7, 1942 .........-e0000- 502.25 
Disbursements 
Bills carried over for Program, smoker, and incidentals ........ $164.52 
American Philosophical Association dues and proceedings ...... 145.11 
Stationery and dues-cards (including 1943), stamps, bank and 
$536.53 
Dues. outstanding (excluding 1043) $124.00 


Horace S. Fries, Secretary-Treasurer 
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PACIFIC DIVISION 


President: Victor F. Lenzen 

Vice-President: John A. Irving 

Secretary-Treasurer: Paul Marhenke 

Executive Committee: The foregoing officers and Donald S. Mackay ex officio 

for one year, Melvin Rader (1944), W. H. Long (1944), and John R. 

Reid (1945). 

As the Division did not hold an Annual Meeting in 1943, the Executive 
Committee voted in January of this year to hold an election of officers and 
to transact other business of the Division by mail. The election was held in 
the first half of February. 

Tlte treasurer’s report for the years 1942 and 1943 was mailed to the mem- 
bers and was approved: 


Receipts 
Balance on hand December 1, 1941 $511.38 
Expenditures 


Audited by Donald S. Mackay 


The Executive Committee nominated Victor F. Lenzen and John A. Irving 
for the offices of President and Vice-President respectively. They were 
elected. 

The Executive Committee nominated John R. Reid for a two-year term on 
the Executive Committee. He was elected. 

On recommendation of the Executive Committee the following were elected 
to active membership in the Division: Albert George Wiederhold, Max 
Horkheimer, John Henry Groth. 

On recommendation of the Executive Committee Edward Schneider was 
elected to associate membership in the Division. 

PauL MARHENKE, Secretary-Treasurer 


EASTERN DIVISION 


President: Brand Blanshard 
Vice-President: Katharine E. Gilbert 
Secretary-Treasurer (pro tem.): Howard B. Jefferson 
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Executive Committee: The foregoing officers and Grace A. deLaguna 
ex officio for one year, Ernest Nagel (1944), Edna A. Shearer (1944), 
E. A. Burtt (1944), Irwin Edman (1944), J. H. Randall, Jr. (1945), 
John Wild (1945). 

On November 1, 1943, President Brand Blanshard sent the following 
communication, in part, to members of the Division: 


Association Meetings. Last year’s annual meeting, which was to have been 
held at New Haven in December, was abandoned almost at the last moment. 
The reason was a request from the Office of Defense Transportation that 
all such meetings be cancelled. Wishing to find whether this request re- 
mained in full force, I inquired of the ODT in May what its attitude would 
be (a) to a meeting during the Christmas season of 1943, (b) to a meeting 
at some other time, when traffic would be less crowded. The reply in part 
was as follows: 

“Travel during the Christmas period is always extremely heavy, and 
there certainly should be no conventions scheduled at that time. Please 
understand, however, that our request is to cancel all conventions and 
group meetings regardless of the time at which they are proposed to be held.” 

In the light of this reply, the Executive Committee felt that there was 
only one course to take. Reluctant as it was to see our annual meeting 
postponed again, it was sure the Division would not wish zt to summon a 
meeting in the face of so urgent a request. 

In the course of the summer, however, a new proposal came in which 
momentarily raised some hope. The proposal was that in lieu of the 
general meeting we hold three or four regional meetings, smaller in size, 
shorter in program, and geographically so placed as to require no one to 
travel long distances. On this plan sentiment within the Committee was 
divided. Half the members were ready to try it, but there was substantial 
opposition also; and it was felt that if there were like differences in the 
Division, the success of the plan would be doubtful. 

The present position, then, is this: no meeting is in sight; and your 
Executive Committee feels that it should defer preparing one until, in 
the opinion of the ODT, it can proceed without injury to the war effort. 
We hope that in this we are interpreting your wish correctly. It goes 
without saying that we hold ourselves bound to arrange a meeting ai the 
earliest practicable time. 


Association Officers. The present panel of officers would like to know your 
mind as to whether we should stay at our posts. At the Vassar meeting 
of December, 1941, the following motion was passed: “That in the event 
no Divisional meeting is held in 1942, the officers elected at the present 
business meeting shall be continued in office for one more year.” In about 
two months that ‘one more year’ will be over; after that we shall be 
usurpers; and even the more ethically hardened among us have felt some 
scruple at this. Our title to office rests on the vote of the members; yet we 
cannot call the members together to cast a vote. Under the circumstances, 
all that is left us is to consult your wishes by mail; and this we are now 
doing. Is it your will that we shoukKl go on? We shall do so if you wish it. 
On the othee hand, we are quite willing to give place to another panel of 
officers if that should seem at all preferable. 

One of the chief regrets in cancelling the 1942 meeting at Yale was the 
forgoing of the Latin-American Conference to which one of its sessions 
was to have been devoted. We are glad to say that this loss has been 
largely made good. Thanks to the energy of the original organizing com- 
mittee, a two-day conference was held at New Haven on April 30 and 
May 1. About thirty philosophers attended, half of whom were Latin- 
Americans temporarily resident in this country, and the other half American 
scholars particularly interested in Latin-American thought. In spite of the 
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three languages used, the conference was successful far beyond expectation. 
The papers presented are to be published in an early issue of the Journal 
of Phenomenology. 

A committee of the Association was asked last year by the Office of 
Education in Washington to submit a report on the adjustments that 
might be made in the philosophical curriculum to wartime conditions. This 
report was duly submitted, and has been recently circulated by the Office 
of Education to department chairmen throughout the country. 

The War Department is already preparing an educational program for 
use in the armed services during the dificult period between armistice and 
demobilization. One of the subjects to be offered in this program is 
philosophy; and a committee of the Association, under the chairmanship of 
Chancellor Tolley of Syracuse, has been given the novel task of preparing 
a course which shall be selfluminous, philosophically selfsufficient, and 
very largely selftaught. If the committee should succeed in bringing this 
off, the repercussions may well be wide. 

Of more immediate concern to our members is the Commission on 
Philosophy, recently appointed by the Board of Officers of the three Divi- 
sions. The members of the Commission are trying to take their assignment 
with a seriousness equal—if that is possible—to its size; and they will cer- 
tainly need the help of every member of the Association who has anything 
to suggest. You have no doubt already received a letter from the Secretary 
of the Commission, and if you have any convictions as to what the Com- 
mission should or should not do, please send them in. 

If the services rendered by philosophers to the war effort were to be 
listed here, this letter would run to an impossible length. An exception may 
perhaps be made in favor of the Universities Committee on Postwar Inter- 
national Problems (40 Mt. Vernon St., Boston), which has at its head two 
former presidents of our Association. Professor R. B. Perry is the chair- 
man. Professor A. O. Lovejoy, as vice-chairman, is issuing month by 
month a series of admirable analyses of major problems, which are being 
studied by faculty groups in scores of colleges and universities. 

The Executive Committee hopes that by this time next year arrange- 
ments for another meeting may at last be under way. Certainly the skies 
look far brighter now than they did a year ago. 

BRAND BLANSHARD 

The members voted by mail that the present officers should continue for 
another year, and the secretary informed each member of this result. 

The report of the treasurer is as follows: 


Receipts 
Balance forward $2,018.16 
Disbursements 
Dues to National Association ..................000- $ 337.92 
Expenses of Annual Meeting ..................2005 23.00 
Grant to Committee on Inter-American Congress of 
Expenses of Executive Committee .................. 25.65 
Expenses of Nominating Committee ................ 6.21 
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Printing: Stationery, stamped envelopes, dues cards .. 66.43 


Howarp B. JEFFERSON, Secretary-Treasurer (pro tem.) 
Audited by Marie C. Swabey and Albert H. Hofstadter 
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